
Home

Events/ 

Announcements

Membership

Recycling

Watchdog

Volunteer

History

Links

Staff

Board of 

Directors

Contact Us

login

 

 Verna Gates  

 

AEC / Board of Directors / Verna Gates / 

Verna Gates

Verna Gates reports for the world's largest news organization, Reuters International News Service 
and the most respected news source, TIME Magazine. Her career began as one of the original 30 
employees of CNN who worked to launch the network. She worked for CNN as a writer/producer for 
four years. A freelance journalist, she writes for a number of national, regional and state 
publications. Many national and international writing awards hang on her office walls. 

Verna also founded Fresh Air Family (www.freshairfamily.org), a state-wide organization dedicated 
to outdoor education. She also studies Alabama wildflowers and teaches ethnobotany as a visiting 
professor at Miles College.  As a plant lore expert, she has appeared on NBC NightSide, National
Public Radio in Canada, Voice of America, Pulse of the Planet, FOX 6 News and many more. For 
her conservation work, she has been named Alabama Conservationist of the Year by the Alabama 
Environmental Council, an Alabama Treasure by the Huntsville Times, and One of Alabama's 
Unforgettable Faces by the Alabama Bureau of Tourism. 
 
www.vernagates.com
www.freshairfamily.org
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